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Welcome to the United Nations General Assembly First Committee: 
Disarmament and International Security! 
 
Welcome delegates! The theme of this DISEC will be the drug trade in South America. With ever-changing trafficking 
routes and increasingly innovative strategies for transporting drugs, the elimination of illegal drug trade is a complex 
problem. In this committee, delegates will be challenged to develop innovative solutions to the international drug 
crisis and uphold international law.  
 

We wish you the best of luck in your preparations.  
 

Introduction 
 
The mandate of DISEC is to handle issues regarding disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace that affect 
the international community. DISEC seeks solutions to complex challenges in the realm of international security. 
According to the UN, “It considers all disarmament and international security matters within the scope of the Charter 
or relating to the powers and functions of any other organ of the United Nations; the general principles of cooperation 
in the maintenance of international peace and security, as well as principles governing disarmament and the regulation 
of armaments; promotion of cooperative arrangements and measures aimed at strengthening stability through lower 
levels of armaments.”  
 

All 195 member states of the United Nations are members of the first committee of the general assembly, with every 
country holding an equal vote. For the sake of the stimulation of this committee, we will only be including member 
states the dais has deemed important and relevant for the subsequent topics. However, we encourage delegates to 
operate under the assumption that the majority of member states need to agree with the resolutions passed and create 
resolutions that encompass the drug problem in its entirety (including socioeconomic, legal, and ethical implications). 
While this is only a guideline, the chair and committee director will look favourably on delegates who strive to create 
policy proposals that are grounded in pragmatic realism and likely to appeal to all states involved in the committee. 
This guideline does not restrict controversial proposals, provided that delegates are able to justify these proposals and 
defend them adequately.  
 

Topic 1: Eliminating production of Controlled Substances found primarily in Colombia, 
Bolivia, Peru  
 

1.1 Cocaine 

As defined by the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, cocaine is a Schedule I narcotic. The Convention states that 
all Schedule I drugs have “dangerous properties” and it “prohibit[s] the production, manufacture, export and import 
of, trade in, possession or use of any such drug except for amounts which may be necessary for medical and scientific 
research only.”  

Cocaine originates primarily from Columbia, Peru and Bolivia. A derivative of the coca plant, there are different forms 
of cocaine, including powdered cocaine and crack rocks. It’s an expensive drug to manufacture and import, and as 
such the purer form of cocaine (powder) is more expensive and consumed primarily by the upper echelons of society. 
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Although production of cocaine was primarily a Peruvian and Bolivian endeavour, by the 1970s, Colombia emerged 
as the world’s largest producer and supplier of cocaine. Traffickers in Colombia originally limited their role to 
processing and transporting the drug, leaving responsibility for cultivation to farmers in Peru and Bolivia. This 
arrangement necessitated the large-scale transnational trafficking of coca paste into Colombia. However, after a 
marked increase in the number of intercepted shipments, Colombian traffickers started to organize coca cultivation 
in their own country. By 1997, Colombia emerged as the world’s single largest cultivator of coca plants, and by 2008, 
it accounted for more than half of global cocaine production. From these three points of origin, cocaine is distributed 
to recipients in more than 174 countries worldwide.  
 

The multiplicity of issues that stem from the production, transportation, distribution and consumption of cocaine 
and other derivative products are well noted by governments, intergovernmental organizations and domestic advocacy 
groups. Drug lords and cartels, particularly those that are situated in the Andean region of South America, have 
utilized violent conflict, and the threat thereof, as a means by which to protect their lucrative business operations. 
Drug lords leverage their vast wealth to take advantage of corruption and purchase the loyalty of various government 
and military officials in countries located along established trafficking routes.  
 

With the aid of Pablo Escobar, Columbia became the cocaine producer and is still considered to be the source of 
most of the world’s supply. By 2008, half of the world’s cocaine production is thought to originate from Columbia. 
 

 
Figure 1.1.1: Map of Region  
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1.2 Cocaine Production and Risks  
 

Many political and economical issues stem from the production and consumption of cocaine. The most cited societal 
concern with cocaine production - as with any narcotic - is the formation of drug cartels. These cartels resort to 
violence quite frequently as this severely impacts the wellbeing of citizens, as well as national economic security.  
 

Many countries have signed bilateral agreements to curb production and consumption, most notably the US and 
Columbia in 1999 by U.S. President Bill Clinton and Colombian President Andres Pastrana. Under the terms of this 
agreement, the U.S. pledged to appropriate billions of dollars in financial aid to assist the Colombian government 
with the eradication of coca cultivations. Since 1999, this money has gone towards training the Colombian military 
and providing them with the requisite tactical expertise to kill coca, marijuana and opium plants. It has also enabled 
the Colombian military to purchase advanced helicopters and airplanes that can be utilized to spray suspected coca 
plantations and crops using glyphosate, an ‘environmentally-friendly’ herbicide. 
 

 
Figure 1.2.1: Cocaine Production by Country 

 

Despite glyphosate’s environmental claims, it kills plants indiscriminately. Farmers generally grow more than just coca, 
but when glyphosate is released, all their plants—both legal and illegal varieties—die and leaving them with nothing. 
In response, many farmers resort to growing coca exclusively, as it guarantees them income despite the additional 
risk. This results in increased herbicide attacks, increasing the soil’s acidity and creating unfarmable land. Authorities 

are trying to curb coca cultivation by eradicating plants and, until recently, spraying chemicals over areas where 
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coca fields are most prevalent. Nevertheless, Colombia had a record potential cocaine production of 1,379 tons in 
2017. According to Colombia’s Defense Ministry, it destroyed more than 52,000 hectares of coca and seized more 
than 400 tons of cocaine in 2017. 
 

 
Figure 1.2.2: Colombian Coca Volume 

 
1.3 Columbia  
 

The Columbian drug trade is estimated at $10 billion and accounts for 43% of global cocaine supply. It is responsible 
for the corruption of government officials and some of the highest rates of violence in the world. In May 2014, the 
Columbian government and the rebel group FARC (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia) reached an 
agreement on drug trafficking. Moving away from older methods, this plan will focus on crops, fight organized crime 
and cartels, and treat drug addiction as a public health concern, as to reduce demand.  
 

Focusing on crops involves aerial spraying of pesticides and raids on coca labs. Most coca farmers are in the business 
because of a lack of viable economic alternatives, and as such, cash subsidies, technical assistance and developing 
proper infrastructure could all help provide income for those wanting to leave the illegal trade. 
 

Criminal organizations play the biggest role in the production, trafficking and consumption of cocaine, both nationally 
and globally. When one cartel disintegrates, another criminal group swoops in and takes over activity. The Columbian 
government aims to treat criminal groups as military threats, hoping to eliminate the threats to national security, as 
well as global well-being.  
 

Treating drug addiction as a public health concern is a dramatic shift. Columbia has one of the most unequal 
distributions of wealth in the world, and domestic drug consumption disproportionately affects the poor and 

underprivileged. These so-called desechables can often be found unconscious on the streets, with people 
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walking over them or avoiding them altogether. This new plan hopes to reduce the number of addicts on the street 
and treat those who have succumbed to cocaine. 
 

1.4 Further Questions  

 
1. What measures can be taken to incentivize locals to not participate in the drug trade? 
2. Is making all drugs legal in South America and having governments take over the production and distribution 

a meaningful solution or simply a plan doomed to fail? 
3. What measures can be taken, or improved on, to combat the production of cocaine? 
4. Is there a path forward on the drug trade that will not result in mass loss of life? 
5. Who should be held responsible for the deaths associated with drugs? The users or the producers?  

 
 

Topic 2: Creating an international framework for the prevention of trafficking Controlled 
Substances   
 

2.1 Flow of Traffic  
 

Despite security at every border and widespread presence of drug-sniffing canine units, cocaine continues to be 
globally trafficked. Cocaine’s journey starts in Columbia or another South American country, where it is produced. 
Traffickers generally move around small packages of the product, to the coast of Venezuela, or through Guyana and 
Suriname. Brazil is particularly vulnerable to cocaine trafficking and consumption, due to its geographical location 
and large urban population.  
 

These parcels will then move by sea to Trinidad, the Dominican Republic, or up to Jamaica. From here, some of the 
cocaine will travel through human drug mules, who have ingested condoms or packages full of the product. Some of 
it will travel by sea on luxurious yachts, sailing from island to island, until reaching its destination. Cruise ships and 
cargo ships are also viable options due to the screening nightmare and lax regulations.  
 

Most of this cocaine will end up in North America, primarily the United States, while the rest will be distributed 
between Europe, Africa, and Asia. Within the United States, over 70% is trafficked via the US/Mexico border, where 
planes, catapults, and drug mules are all used. Within Asia, the United Arab Emirates seem to be a prominent stop in 
global trafficking. This transit country is especially important with an emerging cocaine market in smaller Asian and 
African countries, Oceania countries have seen an increase in cocaine trafficking. Due to an increase in the market- 
this new market has given cocaine producers and drug cartels incentive to keep production high, especially since 
cocaine prices are increasing as a result of increased security threats. 

Peru 

Potential cocaine production in Peru has risen to its highest level in nearly three decades, according to a study from 
the White House. The Government of Peru continues to prioritize eradication of coca and support alternative 
development programs. The United States has assisted in these efforts by working closely with the Government of 
Peru and by providing material and technical assistance. The United States and Peru have a long-standing partnership 
in efforts to address this problem, and the U.S. remains committed to supporting the Government of Peru as it 
confronts this threat. The study shows that coca production rose from 2016 to 2017 by 5,000 hectares of cultivated 
fields. That amount was still less than 2015’s figures in terms of pure coca production, but this year saw a steady 

increase in the amount of “potential cocaine production” from the previous years. 
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Peru is reported to have produced 490 metric tons of pure cocaine in 2017, which saw a significant rise from 
2016.Peru’s drug trade continues to stem from illicit activity in the Valley of the Apurímac, Ene, and Mantaro Rivers 
(an area known as VRAEM).The White House’s report called cocaine production in the Andes a ‘significant 
challenge.’ “The ongoing coca cultivation in both Peru and Bolivia pose a threat for us as a nation, and aggravates our 
domestic drug addiction crisis,” said ONDCP Deputy Director Jim Carroll in the White House press release. “It is 
important that our governments work together to take action against cultivation and production and to save the lives 
of those affected by drug trafficking. Peru continues to be a great partner and we have a shared responsibility to 
address this problem.  In Bolivia, we would like to see real efforts against cultivation and production.” 

Bolivia 

The international community remains concerned over reports of drug trafficking organizations establishing operations 
in Bolivia. For the indigenous people of Andean Bolivia who have been growing and consuming the coca leaf for 
several thousand years, the rising demand for cocaine in the United States is rapidly restructuring their economic and 
social relations. In recent years, underground, illegal economic activities have emerged on a grand scale. Surpassing 
most other legal economic endeavors, these underground activities are distorting patterns of economic development 
and the social well-being of the Andean peasant majority. 

While Bolivia produces approximately 40 to 45 percent of the world's supply of coca leaf and coca paste, the Chapare 
tropical rain forest area in the Department of Cochabamba alone supplies 70 percent of the nation's coca leaf crop. 
Farmers from the highlands who migrated here cleared tens of thousands of hectares of forested lands to grow the 
plant on small plots. 

 
Bolivia's economic depression and a severe drought in the mountain provinces during the 1982-83 growing season, 
has made the coca/cocaine trade attractive. Caught in an international debt-repayment squeeze, Bolivia's gross 
national production since 1980 has fallen by 17 percent, its per capita consumption by 30 percent and its per capita 
income by 20 percent. During this same period, unemployment doubled. In addition, inflation went from 297 percent 
in 1982 to 328 percent in 1983. In 1984 it soared to 2,800 percent and then to about 10,000 percent during 1985 
(Central Bank of Bolivia). Small farmers in all regions of Bolivia continue to suffer declining terms of trade from such 
inflation - a trend that began in the late '60s. 

 
Against this background, it might appear that the flow of economic benefits from the coca/cocaine trade has been 
unambiguously positive. The 35,000 producers of coca leaves in the Chapare region can each net up to $9,000 annually 
from the production of 2.2 acres. The next most profitable crop in this area, citrus, earns producers only $500 from 
the same size plot. In addition, small farmers benefit from the coca leaf's unusual characteristics which make it a 
"wonder crop." Fine-tuned over a millennium in the Andean ecosystem, coca grows relatively well on poor soil, has 
comparably few problems with blight and pests, four to five harvests annually and a life expectancy of 18 years. Its 
lightweight and non-perishable qualities also make it ideal for low-cost, long-range mountain transport and its 
production requires no imported petro-chemical products or expensive institutional credit. 

 
Bolivia, a poor, debt-ridden country, is caught in the grip of an expanding drug economy and a mirage of economic 
development. Despite the substantial flow of dollars, jobs and income, it has been at the cost of major social and 
cultural changes. Like other so-called "boom" periods in Latin American history, the country's peasantry absorbs in 
diverse and perverse forms the major costs of these changes. Given Bolivia's increasing economic dependency in the 
world economy, it is unlikely that this trend will slow down or that conditions will improve soon - not at least until 
cocaine consumption in the United States declines substantially. 
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Figure 2.1.1: Global Cocaine Trafficking Routes 
 

2.2 International Drug Trafficking and Development 
 

Drug trafficking has severe implications on the development of a nation. This can be attributed to the extensive illegal 
profits it generates, which by some numbers is roughly $322 billion USD per year. With drug trafficking, criminal 
organizations undermine state authority and law by fuelling corruption and compromising the legal economy. Criminal 
influences have significant impacts on the livelihood and quality of citizens, especially socioeconomic groups such as 
the underprivileged, females, and children. Drug trafficking entails more than just the substance itself: trafficking of 
firearms, migrant smuggling, and human trafficking are all by-products of this epidemic.  
 

Violent crimes also emerge as a by-product of the trafficking and consumption of cocaine. For some countries, 
especially transit countries, this issue is especially prevalent. For example, Honduras, where 80% of cocaine passes 
through on its way to the United States, has the highest murder rate in the world; this is correlated with the high 
abundance of drug trafficking activity. In the United States, the FBI estimates that close to 7% of murders are drug-
related. Comparatively, in Mexico, this number is much closer to 90%. 
 

In the United Kingdom, it’s estimated that most crimes are directly linked to the consumption and trafficking of 
drugs, especially heroin. By some measures, 85% of shoplifting, 75% of burglaries and 54% of robberies can be 
attributed to the cost of supporting cocaine and heroin habits. A growing concern amongst public health officials in 
cocaine-importing countries is the narcotic’s abuse potential when combined with opiates. Between 2015 and 2018, 
cocaine overdose deaths in the United Kingdom and Wales doubled, with many poisonings including a combination 
of opiates and cocaine.  
 

According to Mexican government reports, between January 2018 and February 2019, the Mexican navy seized 10.7 
metric tons of cocaine, almost two-thirds of the total seized in the previous six years. While there have been regular 
seizures on both coasts, the Pacific seems to be gaining in popularity among drug traffickers as they move their 

products north. Trafficking routes to Caribbean nations are still effective for reaching European and North 
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American markets. However, the crisis in Venezuela is affecting its neighboring countries and could be placing the 
coasts and ports of South America’s northeast under the microscope, as well as any vessel departing from them. 
Organized crime groups could be looking to the Pacific to avoid the noise in the Caribbean, even though moving 
operations to the west brings its own set of risks. 

 
Groups operating in Colombia, for example, have increased their illicit crop farming in the country’s coastal areas 
along the Pacific. Between 2014 and 2017, the departments of Cauca and Nariño tripled their number of coca crops. 
Such shifts have unleashed a domino effect on both national and international criminal structures as they maneuver 
to better position themselves. 

 
There is also abundant evidence indicating increased use of both Venezuelan and Ecuadorian territory by Colombian 
traffickers to replace the increasingly problematic Mexico routes. Venezuela is a jumping off point for smuggling 
through the Caribbean to the east coast of the United States or across the Atlantic through West Africa into Europe. 
Venezuela also is used for drug flights into Honduras or Guatemala where the shipments are then transferred to 
trucks and transported by land across the Guatemalan-Mexican border northwards to the United States. 

 
2.3 Technology and Drug Cartels  
 

Pablo Escobar, pioneer of the Columbian cocaine trade, would be appalled to see that his cartel organization is no 
longer in play today. There is no definite “leader” of the different organizations present, because as soon as someone 
does make it to the top- the Columbian police and United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) quickly 
identify them. This has resulted in a criminal syndicate made up of hundreds of nodes, with few connections between 
them. Furthermore, with advances in technology, identifying these criminals has become harder. Innovations of the 
Internet and interconnectedness with other illegal organizations make this industry one of the hardest to crack down 
on, allowing drug cartels to continue to operate and be profitable for the foreseeable future.  
 

2.4 Further Questions  

 
6. Is it possible to have the governments of heavily trafficked through nations form a joint taskforce to better 

coordinate response to drug shipments? 
7. Do other UN agencies and offices have more of a role to play in stopping the flow of drugs from certain 

regions in South America. If yes, what exactly would those roles be? 
8. Who should bare the majority of responsibility for stopping the flow of drugs? The nations that tend to receive 

the most shipments or those that tend to send out the most shipments? 
9. Can nations better secure their boarders through the use of UN Peacekeepers? Can UN Peacekeepers be used 

in this situation? Should they be used? 
10. Are there any consequences of governments working individually to stop the flow of drugs? 
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