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Once you have received your committee assignment and read through the background guide 

pertaining to your specific committee, it’s time to get started on your position paper.  

 

The position paper is one of the most important documents you must reference throughout 

the conference. It allows you to gather your thoughts before the conference, so that you have 

a clear viewpoint. Often, the best/outstanding/honorable mention delegates have well 

thought out position papers. 

 

As conference roles are not always countries, this document will refer to the country, organization, 

or individual you represent as an ‘entity.’ The principles of position paper writing are universal, 

without regard for the type of entity you represent. 

 

A position paper forces you to write out your entity’s viewpoints in paragraph form. It’s also the 

first important mode of evaluation for the committee chair; all papers must be submitted some time 

in advance to the conference secretariat. 

 

Naturally, given its significance to the MUN experience, the position paper is something you want 

to excel at, and to do this, several criteria must be met. It is particularly significant to stress that it 

must be written from your entity’s perspective. Again, as this document will be your guideline for 

action throughout the entire conference, it’s in your best interests to give an accurate portrayal of 

your entity’s stance on the issues at hand. 

 

Another way to think of a position paper is an organized policy statement, which is the cumulative 

result of your topic research and preparation. 

 

Before you begin 
 

Before you start writing, it’s important to look at the questions that were outlined in your 

background research packet (the documents sent to you by the committee chair). Suggesting a 

comprehensive course of action that answers these queries is the goal of your write-up. A good 

position paper should make frequent and clear references to these questions and demonstrate 

that the students clearly comprehend the creative and compositional depth required for an MUN 

simulation. 

 

Position papers are typically well-structured and formulaic. The outline below outlines the general 

standard for position paper writing. We encourage those looking to achieve a conference award to 

follow the given outline as closely as possible. 
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Recommended Outline 
 

1. Cover the Topic in General 

 

The first section serves the purpose of outlining the topic in general and providing insight into the 

root of the conflict. 

 

As the subject of the paper is Free Trade, the write-up begins by first stating the areas of concern, 

discussing some of the positive and negative aspects of globalization, as well as emphasizing the 

controversial nature of the topic at hand. Your opening paragraph should, as this paper attests to, 

be a summary of the current perception held towards the status quo. It should state the problem 

and express why it is significant. 

 

2. Identify and Describe Your Role – How Has Your Entity Been Affected? 

 

The second section is where your background research on your entity pays off. 

 

Firstly, you should identify and describe your entity. Be sure to state how your role relates to the 

topic for discussion, and how your entity has been affected. It is imperative to emphasize the extent 

to which change has taken place. Hold off any normative judgments in this section. 

 

3. Your Policies and Proposed Solutions 

 

The third section is where you outline your current policies or positions, and what factors 

contributed to those policies being established in the first place. 

 

At this point, you are to address the relative benefits (if any) and detriments of the development, 

specifically relating to your role and the actions you have taken to maximize or minimize these 

effects. You are to explain why you have acted in a certain fashion historically, and why you will 

continue to follow this course of action. 

 

Outline your entity’s particular interest in the issue being discussed and begin to discuss what 

needs to be changed about the current interpretation of the situation. Cite the areas needing reform 

and provide suggestions as to how this revision process should be accomplished. Following this, 

you may want to focus on one area of particular concern for your entity. Depending on your topic 

area, examples could include the effect of a war on a nation’s health care infrastructure to how 

creating new national boundaries may affect resource deposits running along the potential borders. 

 

By approaching a problematic scenario in greater detail, you are demonstrating to the chair and to 

fellow delegates that you have the capacity to think critically and can identify the issues with which 
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your entity has the greatest concern. Choose this area carefully: given the issue’s prominence in 

your position paper, you will have to stress its importance during committee session. Be sure to 

select an area of concern that could potentially form the basis of a resolution, or at least one that 

can stimulate prolonged debate. 

 

4. Tie Together Loose Ends 

 

Finally, a conclusion should be written to restate your entity’s position and sum up what you hope 

to achieve throughout the duration of the conference. 

 

The position paper leaves the committee chair with a first impression of your delegation. Naturally, 

it’s important to make that impression as strong as possible. The staff looks for original and critical 

thinking, a true understanding of the nature of your entity and both a function and applied 

knowledge of your topic. 

 

Be sure to dedicate equivalent energy to position papers for all topic areas. They are equally 

important in the eyes of the committee and the directors (the people who will be evaluating your 

write-ups). 

 

5. Submit it! 

 

Below we have included a sample form of a position paper, with appropriate formatting. Use this 

opportunity to ensure you have thoroughly addressed all guiding questions in the background 

guide. 

 

In the header, name of the conference, followed by [Committee Name] – [Entity] 

[Name of School], [Name of Delegate] 

 

Section 1 (Background Information): As the delegate representing [Entity] in [Committee], the 

areas which pose as the greatest threats to the ... 

 

Section 2 (Entity Information): The country of [Country]’s current leader is ________. With a 

population of ____, its GDP is ____, making it the ____ country of the world. This section is an 

opportunity for you to show the depth of your research regarding the entity itself. 

 

Section 3 (Possible solution(s)): A possible solution, which involves, and successfully resolves the 

needs of all nations involved in this committee and addresses your entity’s policies or viewpoints. 
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Section 4 (Conclusion): It is imperative that [Entity] cooperates with entities who are more 

economically stable to develop a resolution which serves to include entities who are not able to 

vouch for themselves. 

 

*Position papers are mandatory to be considered for an award (Best Delegate, Outstanding 

Delegate, and Honorable Mention) 

 

*Be aware of the deadline for the position papers, and the format with which your document should 

be named  

 

*If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Secretariat at secgen@uwomun.org, or 

your chair directly 

 


